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Suggested Changes in the Standardised Ooveraaant Travel Regulations 


Various changes have been suggested by agencies, as described below. Delated 
material is shown in brackets and nev material Is underscored. 

Proposal So. 1 ' ^ ; / 

In some instances the use of a taxicab between office, or home/ and terminal 
is considered as the use of a special conveyance under section 3*^# as distinguished 
from Its allowance without special Justification under section 3.1b (31 0.0. 30Vj 
29 C.G. 53). It le suggested that, irrespective of distances Involved, tbs sum of a 
taxicab be allowed under section 3.1b unless an agency restricts Its use. Per 
example, an agency having shuttle bus service between an office In ea outlying 
area and the nearest city nay want to require the use of the Shuttle bus to tbs city, 
thence by taxicab to the terminal, If necessary, instead of permitting the use of a 
taxicab for the entire distance. In other Instances adequate pUblle bus or train 
service to the city may bo available. 

The following changes la language would be nodes 

Section 3.1bs , 

The usual taxicab fares from station, wharf , or other terminal to either j 

place of abode or place of business sad from alther pine# of abode or plaee of j 

business to station, wharf, or other terminal ( irrespective of the distances j 

be tween such plaee of abode or place of business and iermlnal) will to ailewadt 
frorlded, however, tteai agencies' nay fey regulation restrict such use oftaxlcabs 
m”accouni ofAietances involved where other adequate means oftiwuasportallam is 
available . ( faxlcabs, when used under this std>ssciloi7Tufe not oonslderejl mis" " "" 
special’ conveyances under section 3.4. ) /(See see.' 3*4)/ Por t)se purpess' d? 

/ this subsection/ these regulations this term "place of abode" {my be]/ Is construed | 
to Include any point within reasonable distance from which the sepleyee T o n en ra ed 
commutes dally to hie official post of duty. ReUtirersemnt for the nee of 
taxicab under this sub section may be allowed fear the aetwal taxicab Thru, pins tips 
of 10^ where the fare Is $1 or lass or 10^ of the faro where the fair* exce e d s 
$1} if the 10* Is not a multiple of 5, It shall be increased to tho next multiple 
of 5. (See the last sentence of eec* 3.5b(l).) 

Proposal So. 2 

When tho regulations were revised, effective August 1, 1956, transportation at 
temporary duty point between places of lodgings and places of duty was excluded from 
the definition of per diem (sec. 6.1). It therefore became an allowable transporta- 
tion expense under sec. 3.1 when bus or streetcar la need. In addition, spec if la 
provision was made In seotlom 3.b by which such transportation by tarloah can be 
authorised or approved if advantageous to the government. The suggestion has been . 
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mde that the use of hue or streetcar be specifically provided for; also, that the 
administrative approval of the travel voucher be sufficient approval for the use of 
taxicabs in this connection. 


The following changes in language would be aades 
Section 2.1&; 


Except as otherwise provided by lav, all travel shall bo either authorised 
or approved by the head of the agency or by an official to whoa ouch authority 
has been properly delegated* The administrative approval of the voucher will 
constitute the approvals required In sections 3. Id, 3* 5a# 5*8# 6.8, 6.5, 10.1, 
10 . 2 , 10 . 1 *, 10 . 5 . 

Kov section 3. Id* 


Transportation by bus or streetcar between places of business at official 
station or ai tfaqporary duty st ailoaj and Wbwes n place' of lodging and p£a ce of 
Fueiness a¥ a temporary 'duty station, will W allowed sis a'^tms^rCaiion espimse v 



nay 

section j.Tb '. 




Section 3«Hot 


The hire of boat, autonobile, taxicab (other than for use under section 3. lb 
or d), aircraft, livery, or other such conveyance, will be' allowed if the use of 
iucF facilities Is authorized or approved as advantageous to tbs flnrsmisent 
whenever the employee, or others rendering service to the gov er n m ent, is engaged 
on official business within or outside his designated post of duty. £SfhtlA an 
employee is on official business outside his designated place of duty, the use 
of taxicabs between place of lodging and place of business, or betwee n places of 
business may be allowed under this subsection^ xn the oase of the nee of 
taxicabs, reimbursement nay be allowed In the maimer set forth In the last 
sentence of section 3.1h. 

Proposal So. 3 

Section 3*5h(l), second paragraph, as revised effective August 1, 1956, allows 
the payment of 10 cents a nils for the round trip mi lea go between hone and common 
carrier terminal, but not to exeeed one-way taxicab fare, where a privately ewned 
automobile is used la lieu of a taxicab under section 3* lb. A revision hue been 
proposed to broaden this paragraph to include transportation between office end 
terminal under the same conditions . In addition, it is suggested that the term 
"common carrier terminal" be changed to "terminal," the term used in eeetlea 3»lh, 
in order to cover transportation to a garage for Oove xnm e a t automobiles, or to other 
places which nay be considered as terminals. 
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Tim following changes in language would bo made: 

Section 3, 5b(l),, second* paragraph 1 . 

In lieu of the use of a taxicab under the provisions of section 3.1b. 
payment on a mileage basis at the rate of 10 cents per will be for 

the round-trip mileage of a privately owned autosaob lie used' in connection with 
an employee going either from his place .of abode or place of business to a 
/common carrier/ terminal or from a /common carrle^E553naI either to his place 
of abode or place of business 1 Provided, That the amount of relsfcursensatt shall 
not exceed the usual taxicab fare, including allowable tip, far a one-way trip 
/iron his place of abode to terminal or from terminal to hie place of abode/ 
between such applicable points . " 

Proposal Ho. k 

Section 5*6 allows charges for checking baggage, and charges or tips at trans- 
portation terminals for handling Government property carried by the traveler. It has 
been suggested that the section be revised to include the handling of Government 
property at places of lodging, in line with decisions of the Controller General (27 
c.G. 52; 37 CeOe 4o8a). 

The following changes In language would be mads: 

Section 5*6: ; - ' 


Charges for checking- baggage will be allowed. Charges or tips at. trans- 
portation terminals or places o f lodging, separate from or in addition to those 
£2T„%. t^veler 's persWlgagi^ willte allowed for handling flqvwrSgr~ 
property ^carried by/, in the custody of the traveler. Which Is of such also 
or weight that the traveler should L - rii xi*.. n ■■ 


not be expected to carry it personally .' 


Proposal Vo* 5 

Section 6.2c prescribes a $6 per diem rate for travel beyond the Units of the 
continental United States when en route to, from, or between localities out e l de the 
continental united States. Agencies nay allow a different rate under certain prescribed 
conditions . Due to the increasing maker of instances In which different nalm rates 
irc prescribed for various localities within a foreign country, it has been proposed that 
$6 rate not apply (a) to short trips frcai a&o locality to maothsr and (bV to trips 
cetween localities when the employee returns the sane day to the first locality. Also. 11 
ma been proposed that the wording of the aectlon be ohanged to bring out uarn nlserlr 
bjat the $6 rate does not apply to that portion of a trip *blo h b enlna or — 1m 
-he continental United States. 


The following changes In language would be made: 

Section 6.2c: 

’* / ! 

For travel on official business within a locality beyond the limits of the 
continental Uhlted States, a per diem allowance nay be authorised or approved at a 
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rate not to exceed those prescribed la Appendix I (Rerleed) to the Standardized 
Government Travel Regulation*, promulgated by Budget Circular Bo. A-7 (Kerlaed), 
except ae provided below . 

U P® r il « a rate of $6 Is prescribed for ouch travel/* Tor travel beyond the 
j-tralts of the continental United States by airplane, train, or boat (regardless of 
whether comaero tally or Government-owned) en route to or from a locality beyond 
the Halts of the continental Halted States, or between such localities, including 
stopovers of less than 6 hours, the aaxlaua per dlea rate which hay be authorised 
or approved Is as follows i 


Where the traveler 


s froa a local! 


the continental Halted 




applles j; 

(2) Where the travel tlae from one locality to another Is less than 6 hours (and 






£a all other Instances under this 


prescribed * Provided, That for boat travel of more than 9 successive 
days, la addition to the fractional days of embar kation and debarkation, 
the per dice rate for the succeeding calender days and for the fractional 
day of debarkation shall be $2i And provided further. That when /such 
rate/ * 1 the r of such rates contained In this s ubparagraph (3) Is not 
comaensurate with a traveler's subsistence expanses a Mi x er e nt sate nay 
be authorized or approved but la an amount not in excess of tbs xate 

applicable to the locality, Including the continental United States, to 
which the traveler Is ea routs, or, with respect to boat travel, not In 
excess of $9. (Gratuities to Government employees will hot bo allowed.) 

(Bee sec. 6.11.) 

Proposal Bo. 6 


Under sections 6.9c and 6.11 per dies begins end ends with the quarter day 
during which the train or other cosmon carrier actually leaves or arrives at. the 
terminal, irrespective of the distance between the terminal sad tbs employee's 
official station or place of abode. If travel le by privately owned aufeemblle the 
actual time of departure from or arrival at official station (office) er plaoe of 
abode determines the quarter day la which per diem begins or ends. It has been 
suggested that the method used for automobile travel be adopted uniformly for use 
irrespective of the mode of travel. This change would be particularly bellyful for air 
travel since airports are being located considerable distances from cities. Also, many 
field stations are at locations not immediately served by airports. In addition, under 
the present rule. If the departure of an airplane is delayed per dime does not begin 
until the quarter day during which It actually departs even though the employee nay 
bare left his office or home several hours earlier, daring the preceding quarter, on 
account of the scheduled time of departure. 
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The following change* In language would T * ^aaa& •; 

' , !ir.! 1 : V. ^ . 

. 'V>' 

Section 6* 9c i • ,T v>,.- 

/fhf tine of arrival at §aA departure fro* a place will he ocmiderod a* the 
hour at vhich the train, heat, or other conveyance need by the traveler actually 
leave* or arrive* at it* regular texmlnolJ. The tin* of departure free end arrival 

lace of buslneee (office 


e cone 


at place of abode 


■nmrcrBT»H-«H-nu a»» ; 





The 

section* 


foregoing rerl*ion of seotlen 6.9c would nece**itate technical ftbaugee 
6.8 and 6.9a, ae follovet , V * 

m £ D ~ f * y < • 


Section 6 . 8 1 * . -.V 

* ’ ' \\ • 

Per dlc*i in lieu of *ube l e t en c e will not bo allowed an suglpycs either at- hi* 
permanent duty station, except under section 6.9c ehan leaving or returning thereto, 

or «t m. puo. of ttoa «TB5nBarB m, snrc: nFmaffuaiBgr ^ 


Section 6.9as 




The date and how of departure fra* and arrival at the /official station/’ 
» vbere official travel begin* and end*, and paint* at which temporary duty 


¥ lace where ^official travel begin* end end*, and paint* at which tagorery duty 
s performed must t# shown on the travel voucher share euah arrival or departure 
affect* the per diem In. lieu of eUbeletenee allowance or other travel oxpcnss*. 
Other point* visited should bo ebcnm on the voucher; time of arrival aad departure 
need not be shown. For an absence /from the official station/ of mere than gb 
hours, standard time will be used even though daylight-earing tin* U In offeat 
at the official station. For an absence of 2b houre or Ism, the local tine In 
effect at the official etatlon will bo used. Xf both typo* of absenoe occur 
during the sam* voucher period, standard time will be need for the Item involving 
travel of more than 2b houre and etenderd time my ale# be used far the item , 
appearing cm the earn voucher Involving travel for 8b hear* or lorn, but the * 
conversion from daylight-savings tine to standard tlm mall neither In cree ** par 
decrease the amount of per diem to which the traveler !* Otherwise entitled* (Sea 
sees, l.b, 6, 9c. 6.12, 12.2e, 12.6.) *' 

Propoeel So. 7 . v 

It has been suggested that. In addition to the booklet, the travel regulation* 
se issued in loose-leaf form, 8 x lo£, punched for filing In a three-ring binder, end 
printed in a Banner to permit agencies to Insert Internal regulations and Instruction* 
after each section. Such an issuance would be for use primarily by f local end ether 
administrative personnel. When the regulations were amended, effective August 1, 1956, 
a complete revision vas Issued la standard letter else (8 x 10$) with Budget Circular 
*io. A-7, revised, dated June 22, 1956. Agencies were Inf o rm e d that additional oople* 


• « ,v *’* £ V* rf l i; ’ t*' ", % : * 

* ;X 4 ■■ 
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ould be ordered from the Government Printing Office. This Issuance mi neither 
rre -punched nor produced In a manner to enable the Insertion of agency material. 

Suggestions have also been made relative to use of the present booklet by travelers . j 
Same have observed that travelers do not need the booklet because it Is too detailed 
(ukI because it does not include pertinent supplementary agency instructions. Others 
suggest that possibly a single 9 * 5*3/^ issuance in lx>ofe»laaf style as described above 
might serve the needs of both administrative personnel and travelers. .Please include 
views on these suggestions in your response to views on the suggestion for an 8 x 10& 
loose-leaf issuance. 
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